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FAQ: HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT ORDERS RESTRICTIONS ON ENTERING PREMISES

Government Decree No. 46/2020 (111.16.) came into effect on 17 March 2020, ordering prohibitions and
restrictions on visiting certain premises.

DOES THE GOVERNMENT DECREE PROVIDE FOR FORCED CLOSURE OF ANY PREMISES?

The Government Decree does not officially order that premises be closed to the public, but only i ‘
provides for prohibitions and restrictions on entering certain areas by individuals. Nevertheless, in
practice, this is likely to result in the (partial) closure of the premises affected. Attila Ungar

WHICH SECTORS ARE AFFECTED BY PROHIBITIONS? Founding Partner

The effected sectors are music or dance events, or any other events (excluding religious ceremonies, attila.ungar@lakatoskoves.hu
weddings and funerals), theatres, cinemas, and museums. In addition, sporting events may only be
held behind closed doors.

CAN THESE EVENTS BE HELD IF THE NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING IS BELOW A
CERTAIN NUMBER?

No. The prohibitions apply irrespective of the number of persons that would be present.

WHICH SECTORS ARE AFFECTED BY RESTRICTIONS?

In general, premises qualifying as “shops” under the relevant laws may not be entered between 3 pm
and 6 am of the next day, except for persons employed by the shop.

Julia Varkonyi
Lawyer
julia.varkonyi@lakatoskoves.hu

ARE THERE ANY SECTORS EXEMPT FROM THE RESTRICTION?

Yes. In case of catering service providers, entrance is permitted between 3 pm and 6 am of the next
day for the purpose and the duration of ordering and picking up and paying for takeaway food.

In addition, there are no restrictions relating to shops selling food products, perfumes, drugs, household
cleaning products, chemicals and toilette paper products, as well as pharmacies and shops selling
medical devices. Persons may enter these shops during normal opening hours.

WHAT ARE THE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF BREACHING THE PROHIBITIONS OR
RESTRICTIONS?

The police may enforce all measures provided for under Act on the Police in order to ensure that no
person is present at the prohibited or restricted premises. In addition, a person breaching the
prohibitions or restrictions can be obliged to pay a fine between HUF 5,000 (approx. EUR 14) to HUF
500,000 (approx. EUR 1,400).

Tamas Olah
WHEN WILL THE PROHIBITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS BE LIFTED? Lawyer

The Government Decree does not provide for an expiry date, therefore, the duration of these rules is tamas.olah@lakatoskoves.hu
currently uncertain.

WHO TO CONTACT?

If your business is listed or otherwise affected by the state of emergency, please do not hesitate to
contact any member of our team:

Lakatos, Koves and Partners

Attila Ungar attila.ungar@lakatoskoves.hu +36 20 972 5878 1075 Budapest
Julia Varkonyi  julia.varkonyi@lakatoskoves.hu +36 70 478 3072 Madach Imre ut 14.
Tamas Olah tamas.olah@lakatoskoves.hu +36 70 416 4384 Tel: +36 (1) 429 1300
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This newsletter does not constitute legal advice with respect to any matter or set of facts and may not be relied upon for such purposes.
Readers are advised to seek appropriate legal advice before making any determination or taking any action related to matters discussed herein. No part of this newsletter
may be copied or quoted without the prior written consent of Lakatos, Koves and Partners.
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